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This doctrine of nationalism is not peculiar to Treitschke ;
it is much older than his time. It was the product of
Romanticism and it had been developed on the ethical side
by Herder, on the political side by Savigny. Further, it is
a doctrine which calls for careful exposition. There is no
form of State which would be the best for every nation. That
is a truth of which Aristotle was perfectly aware, and which
no political thinker of the first rank has disputed since the
time of Aristotle. But there are general principles of politi-
cal morality to which every State must conform if it wishes
to preserve its existence and prosperity ; Naturrecht, in this
sense, is presupposed by every treatise on political science.
Without such a Naturrecht there would be no possibility of
making any general judgment on a particular constitution ;
v*e could not even say that it was well or ill adapted for its
purpose, unless we had some general principles by which
to test it. In the same way, so long as nations have a com-
mon human nature, they must have in common a large stock
of moral principles. For morality is founded upon the
common characteristics of human nature ; it is a set of rules
for the right development of the potentialities which exist
in human beings as such. When we say that every nation
has its own type of moral excellence, we do not mean that
it has virtues which no other nation possesses, or that it
approves of conduct which every other nation reprobates.
We only mean that some of the common virtues of humanity
are more highly prized in one nation than another ; that
certain types of human activity are more useful in this place
than in that. The scientific mind is mo;re highly valued
in Germany than it is in England; this does not mean that
the Englishman regards the scientist as useless or per-
nicious. The French value courtesy more highly than we
do ; but still we regard courtesy as a good quality.

Treitschke finds that the nationalist theory involves
Mm in considerable difficulties when he turns to discuss the
nature of progress. In what sense is it true that a nation,
or a society of nations, progresses ? TMs progress must